WHY KEEP PRAYING?

SCRIPTURE FOCUS
John 14: 13-16 (NKJV)
And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in
My name, I will do it. “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may abide with you forever.

OVERVIEW:
God has all power and has deposited His power within us. We have the ability to distribute this very same power on the earth through persistently praying in the name of Jesus for His will to be done.
Prayer is not bothering God, talking Him into moving on our behalf, or even an act of earning His answers.
Prayer is partnering with Him to release His power on the earth.

God Has Deposited His Power in Us
Why Keep Praying • In Jesus' Name Series • Robert Morris • January 28, 2012

The Bible says that God “is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us” (Ephesians 3:20, NKJV). In this verse, the word “according” denotes distribution. God has
deposited His power within us through the Holy Spirit and our prayers determine how much of God’s exceedingly
abundant power is distributed in our lives.
God has decided to partner with us. He has deposited the power of the Holy Spirit within us for us to measure out.
But, He has chosen to limit His unlimited power to our prayers. Are you distributing His power to your circumstances, your family, or your friends through prayer?
Scripture:
Luke 24:49 (NKJV)
Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with
power from on high.”
Acts 1:8 (NKJV)
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
Ephesians 3:20 (NKJV)
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us,
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Jeremiah 27:5 (NKJV)
I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are on the ground, by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and have given it to whom it seemed proper to Me.

We Must Release His Power Through Prayer
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In John 7:37–39, Jesus described the flow of the Holy Spirit from our lives as a river. However, our hands are on
the “faucet.” We actually control whether the flow of the Holy Spirit is a river or a trickle from our lives. Prayer
is not a matter of motivating the Father to move, but releasing the power that He has already given us. In turn,
there is never any problem with His power, but there may be a problem with how we are controlling the flow of
the faucet. We choose whether the Holy Spirit flows from our lives like a trickle or a gushing river!
Scripture:
John 7:37–39 (NKJV)
On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come
to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit
was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
Daniel 10:2–3 (NKJV)
In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant food, no meat or wine came into my
mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.
Daniel 10:12–13 (NKJV)
Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to
humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words. But the
prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia.

God Adds His Fire (Power) to Our Prayers
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The Book of Revelation describes a picture in which the prayers of the saints are held, like incense, in golden
bowls. When the bowl is full, the fire (power) of God is added to our prayers and returned to earth. This is the
very same fire that fell when Elijah prayed, the same fire that stood between the children of God and their
enemies, and the same fire that fell on the Day of Pentecost! When we persist in prayer, we open the “faucet,”
fill our bowls, and unleash the fire of God in our lives!
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Scripture:
Revelation 5:8 (NKJV)
Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
Revelation 8:1–5 (NKJV)
When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. And I saw the seven
angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.Then another angel, having a golden
censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all
the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers
of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire
from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.

ILLUSTRATION
Prayer Works
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DISCUSS

1. Have you believed that prayer is “earning a response from God”, or ”talking Him into” doing something? If
so, why did you think a particular situation required persistent prayer?
2. What is the power that God has deposited in you through the Holy Spirit? Do you feel it flows like a river or
just barely trickles out?
3. The work of our salvation is finished and complete through Jesus, yet we must receive it by faith and learn to
fully walk in it. Likewise, all the power that we need is fully available to us, but we must learn to fully
distribute it through prayer. How does understanding and applying this truth revolutionize your life?
4. What effect does realizing that the power God distributes through you is the same power that was at work
in the lives of Elijah and Daniel have on the way you think about prayer?

PRAYER

“Thank You, Lord, that You have chosen to partner with me. Thank You for
Your power that You have given me. Please help me to distribute Your power
to its fullest potential on the earth. Today, I commit to persistently seek Your
will in prayer.”

REFLECTION

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me?
Talk to God and write down what He is saying to you.
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LEARN MORE
To learn about Prayer, we recommend the following book:

